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Rockin’ Around Christmas Traditions
ERIN ARTHUR
Staff Reporter

  Christmas is a time where families 
gather around the Christmas tree 
and spend time together. However, 
families have special traditions that 
range from making cookies and 
monkey bread to singing the classic 
Christmas carols.
  The Christmas season starts once 
Thanksgiving is over. Black Friday 
allows families to shop for one an-
other to prepare for gift giving.   
  Senior Robert LeGrande said, “a 
tradition my family has is that we 
always go shopping for each other 
the Sunday after Black Friday.” We 
are each given a certain amount of 
money to spend and shop almost all 
day. It’s a fun tradition my family 
and I have and enjoy together.”
  Senior Mae Claire Quinn said, 
“every Christmas Eve, after we get 
home from Mass, my family and I 
stay up until midnight. That’s when 
we usually make cookie dough and 
roll it in sugars and spices to make 
our traditional monkey bread. We 
prepare it Christmas Eve so we can 
have it for breakfast on Christmas 

day!”
  Another popular holiday tradi-
tion is finding a pickle ornament, 
especially in certain cultures. Se-
nior Emily Rae Kearney said, “my 
family is German, so we hang the 
pickle ornament on our Christmas 
tree and on Christmas day we try to 

find it. Another tradition our family 
has is making Christmas cookies 
together to give out to all of our 
neighbors. Lastly, my family and I 
wait till Christmas eve to hang our 
stockings.”

  As Christmas music fills the radio 
stations, families rock out together 
to enjoy the classic Christmas 
carols. Senior Chloe Allen said, 
“my family plays Christmas music 
throughout the house while decorat-
ing for the holidays like many fami-
lies. Then we enjoy watching the 

stop motion movies Rudolph and A 
Year Without Santa with my mom.”
  Christmas is also a time where 
families gather either with friends 
or close family to share a meal to 
celebrate the holiday. Junior So-
phie Ritz said, “we have family 
and close friends over after Mass 

on Christmas Eve every year. My 
dad loves to cook so he prepares 
our meal while everyone chats and 
enjoys each other’s company. Then 
one tradition we have before ev-
eryone leaves is reading The Night 
Before Christmas. We all take turns 
reading a page so everyone has a 
chance to read a part of the story.”
  Christmas has a lot of fun activi-
ties and traditions families gather to 
enjoy together. Even though fami-
lies usually have the same traditions 
such as baking cookies and watch-
ing movies, they put their own spin 
on it. 
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The Search for the Real Santa
THOMAS CUSACK
Staff Reporter

  The tradition of department stores hosting 
Santa Claus around the holiday season began 
in 1890, when Scottish entrepreneur James 
Edgar sat in front of his dry-goods store in 
Brockton, Massachusetts dressed as Santa 
Claus. Edgar’s Santa brought crowds of 
children and adults to his store, even traveling 
from out of state to visit Santa in person and 
tell him what they wanted for Christmas.
  This tradition has expanded from one store 
in Brockport to nearly every mall, shopping 
center, and department store in North Amer-
ica, holding Meet-and-Greets with ‘Big Red’ 
himself around the holiday season. 
  With Santa first appearing in these malls 
shortly after Thanksgiving, this reporter did 
some research to seek out the differences in 
Santa Clauses throughout the Charlotte area.
  My investigation provided me with interest-
ing facts about these department store St. 
Nicks. First and most surprising is that there is 
a “Santa University” program operated by No-
err Programs Company in Arvada, Colorado 
that trains and distributes Santas all across the 
country. 
  Being Santa can be financially rewarding. 
According to Ed Warchol, a supplier of Santa 
Clauses, the Santas he pays earn, “well into 
the five-figure range for just six weeks of 
work.” According to MentalFloss, one particu-
lar Santa Claus, who has been performing as 
Santa for two decades, could earn $30,000 in a 

single season. 
  Another interesting detail I came across in 
the same MentalFloss article is that they can-
not promise any child he or she will receive 
anything. Santa University instructs their 
Santas to deliver a message of hope; however, 
they can not promise to deliver any gifts to the 
child.
   However, my goal was not to find a depart-
ment store Santa Claus, but the real Santa 
Claus, who I believed was dressed up as a 
department store Santa Claus to take a break 
from the North Pole. My extensive research 
led me to conclude that he would choose 
Charlotte as a place of escape from the North 
Pole.
  My first stop brought me to SouthPark Mall, 
where I met Santa Claus. His pale, blue eyes 
and unusually small glasses frames would 
make him easily recognizable from any other 
Santa Claus. I asked him for Charlotte Hornets 
season tickets and he made no promises. After 
all, he is Santa Claus and was taught to not 
promise any child anything 
  I then made a trip over to the Carolina Place 
Mall, where I had another encounter with the 
big, red, jolly man himself. I could tell this 
man was not the same man I met at SouthPark, 
and therefore concluded that one of these men 
was an imposter. 
  Carolina Place’s Santa did have similar glass-
es, and a similar red nose, albeit his eyes were 

green, not blue. I first asked him if he remem-
bered me from SouthPark mall just 48 minutes 
ago, to which he replied, “Why, of course, I 
do! Ho Ho Ho!” I then asked him what I had 
asked for at SouthPark, which he explained he 
wasn’t able to remember. Therefore, I could 
tell this was not the real Santa Claus, but the 
one at SouthPark Mall actually was. 
  I finished my conversation with that phony 
Santa Claus, took a picture with him, and then 
ran to my car and immediately drove back to 
SouthPark Mall to reconvene with the real 
Santa Claus. 
  When I returned to SouthPark and waited 
in line for over 35 minutes to meet with the 
true Santa Claus once again, I hugged him. 
However, when I looked into his eyes again, I 
saw his eyes were not the same pale blue they 
were earlier; instead, they were brown. His 
glasses weren’t the same as they were either; 
now they were larger frames and differently 
shaped glass. 
  If his eyes and frames weren’t enough of a 
blatant giveaway, his lap - the third “Santas” 
lap I had sat on that day - was nearly twice as 
large as the real Santa, who was just at South-
Park Mall 90 minutes prior. 
  After coming to the full realization that this 
was not, in fact, the real Santa Claus, I stood 
up from his lap instantly, and stormed out 
of the mall in frustration, without taking a 
picture with him, or telling him what I wanted 

for Christmas. What I would have told him 
wouldn’t have mattered anyway. He was 
another bogus Santa Claus, just like the one 
from Carolina Place Mall. 
  Although I wholeheartedly believe I came 
across the real Santa Claus at the start of my 
day, I assume he laid a finger on his nose, up 
the chimney he rose and disappeared after I 
saw him. My journey will continue till Christ-
mas Eve Night, where I will stay awake in 
hopes of catching the real Santa once again. 
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From St. Nicholas to Santa Claus

TESS MULLIGAN
Staff Reporter
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  The man, the myth, the legend.  
Santa Claus has been delighting 
children and bringing joy to the 
season for several generations.  
However, he has not existed from 
the beginning of time and he has 
not always worn a jolly red hat 
while eating cookies.
  Santa Claus owes his origin to St. 
Nicholas, who lived in Turkey in 

the fourth century and was born to 
very wealthy parents. Upon their 
deaths, he inherited a large sum of 
money. 
  His tale begins when a poor man 
did not have enough money to pay 
for a dowry for his three daugh-
ters. One night, a sack of gold was 
dropped down the chimney into 
a stocking. This paid for the first 
daughter’s dowry and then was 
repeated for the second. The father, 
determined to learn the identity of 
this good samaritan, stayed by the 
chimney and eventually caught 
Nicholas. The generous Nicholas 
was later canonized and his bones 
are still kept in a church in Italy.
  In the 16th century, the story of 
St. Nicholas became unpopular due 
to the Protestant Reformation and 
growing resentment towards Ca-
tholicism in Europe. In light of this, 
a new figure needed to be created 
to deliver gifts through the chim-
ney, and thus Father Christmas was 
born in the United Kingdom. This 

character was taken from stories 
told in the Middle Ages.  
  Countries began creating their 
own legends. In France he was 
called Pere Noel, and in Ger-
many, he represented the baby 
Jesus. America named him Kris 
Kringle, and the Dutch added to 
this, combining St. Nicholas with 
Kris Kringle to create Sinterklaas.  
The name “Santa Claus” arrived 
relatively recently, making its first 
appearance in 1773 in a New York 
newspaper.
  In 1931, the appearance we know 
today as Santa - red hat, round 
belly, red suit and rosy cheeks 
can be attributed to Coca-Cola.  
Haddon Sundblom, an American 
artist, originally designed Santa 
for a campaign and the public soon 
latched onto that imagery.  
  However, some claim that edito-
rial cartoonist Thomas Nast drew 
him in all his glory wearing red 
robes in 1863 in Harper’s Weekly. 
Likewise, Clement Clarke Moore 

describes St. Nicholas similarly in 
his poem, “A Visit from St. Nicho-
las,” giving him the trademark 
cherry-like nose and white beard.
  Whatever his origins, Santa Claus 
brings joy to children and adults 
across the world.  Though some 
traditions may differ from culture 
to culture, the season brings a feel-
ing of magic and wonder.  It con-
nects families, friends and gives 
reason to celebrate the good in the 
world.

Simple Crafts Make for a Crafty Christmas
JOSEPH FLYNN
Staff Reporter
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   People throughout history have 
celebrated Christmas in different 
ways, both in and out of their homes. 
Decorating Christmas trees, putting up 
wreaths, and setting up Nativity scenes 
are beloved household traditions. How-
ever, making homemade decorations is 
also popular.
  Usually, favorite decorations are 
bought and assembled, but making 
decorations is a fun activity for fami-
lies. Making ornaments both provides 
entertainment to children and makes 
memories for children and parents.
  A classic craft is making snowflakes. 
It’s simple: just take some tissue paper, 
fold it, and cut. Then, with a few of 
these, you’re left with symmetrical 
snowflakes to decorate with.
  Painting and taping popsicle sticks is 
another approach to the classic snow-
flake craft. You could even add these as 
extra support to your paper snowflakes. 
You can be just as creative with these, 
and they hold up well for next year.
  Another craft is making a garland or 
wreath to put on mantles, walls, and 

trees. They can be made from paper, 
felt, or similar materials. Holly patterns 
are usually popular when it comes to 
garlands, so cut out some leaves and 
glue them together to make nice deco-
rations.
  You can make wreaths in a similar 
way, but arrange the leaves in a ring 
and add more support to the back. You 
can assemble real leaves and sticks into 
a wreath too.
  You can also make custom orna-
ments with transparent glass baubles 
and something to put inside of it, like 
glitter, pompoms, or parts of a snowy 
scene. If you want to take a less con-
ventional approach, you could make 
some out of clothespins. With a little 
paint and creativity, you have a snow-
man, Santa, or reindeer.
  Anything can be turned into a deco-
ration, so if you want to be green this 
Christmas, use old shirts or paper prod-
uct rolls for your decorations. An old 
shirt can cut and painted, and a little 
sewing can help too. You can make 
stockings, tablecloths, or even puppets 

to decorate.
  Paper product rolls are easy to use 
for this decor. Paint them and tie some 
strings around them for ornaments 
or hanging decorations. With a little 
cutting and painting, you can make a 
snowman with cut pieces for its body.
  Sophomore Liam Eustis says, “When 
I was younger, I made ornaments and 
wreaths with my grandparents. I still 
do them with my grandparents, be-
cause it is a tradition in our family. We 
still put the crafts we made on our tree 
yearly.”
  “I made ornaments when I was 
younger,” said sophomore Nate Ste-
vens, “but I haven’t done them in 
a while. I enjoy decorating our tree 
though.”
  Some organizations even host events 
for making Christmas crafts. St. Mat-
thew’s Catholic Church hosts an an-
nual event called “Santa’s Craft show,” 
in which handmade crafts are sold by 
over 100 vendors. From clothing and 
jewelry to pottery and woodworking 
to baked goods, all sorts of goods are 

sold, and you can find plenty of unique 
gifts.
  The event also features caroling 
from the Youth Choir, breakfast at the 
Knight’s Food Court, Christmas tree 
and wreath sales with Boy Scout Troop 
8, and pictures with Santa. The event 
takes place on Saturday, December 
7th, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. It’s a fun 
event for the whole family.
  It’s easy to craft your perfect Christ-
mas with a little bit of creativity. So, 
if you want to make both decor and 
memories with your family, then get 
some simple materials and get crafting.
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  At Charlotte Catholic, the girls field 
hockey team brought back a state 
championship from a talented team, 
the “fockers” reflected on their chal-
lenging yet memorable season. 
  Senior Anne Cuclierto said, “My fa-
vorite memory was winning the state 
championship. It was a goal we made 
at the very beginning of the season, 
and once we accomplished it, it was 
the best feeling in the entire world,” 
while Moira Darling, another senior, 
said “My favorite memory was defi-
nitely winning states this year!”
  So what made this season different 
from others and what led these girls 
to the victory? A junior center for-
ward, Morgan Thompson, said, “This 
season was different from others be-
cause I did it with all my best friends. 
We all wanted it so bad and pushed 
each other the whole season.” 
  All the girls worked hard for their 
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Staff Field Hockey Wins First State Title

Cabana’s Queens Rule The Court
EMMA GATEWOOD
Staff Reporter
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  The Charlotte Catholic women’s tennis 
team recently finished their fall season in 
a wave of success. They ended with an 
overall record of 21-0 and a conference 
record of 14-0.  Led by Coach Cabana, 
the girls worked hard to finish their 
season with their third consecutive state 
championship win.
  This year’s season was marked by many 
firsts. This is the first time in Charlotte 
Catholic’s history that a team has won 
three state championships in a row and 

the first year that Charlotte Catholic 
tennis has won the team, singles, and 
doubles state championships all in one 
season.
  This year, Senior Rose Kenny became 
a three-time singles state champion, and 
the first year that two sophomores won 
the doubles state championship. The top 
five players on the team went undefeated 
in singles, as did the doubles teams.
  These victories make the women’s ten-
nis team the most successful women’s 
tennis program in the state.
  Since the beginning of the season, the 
team was ready to face challenges. Coach 
Cabana said, “Going into the season, we 
lost three of our starters, so going into the 
year it was like, well, we’re just going to 
see what happens. Our motto from day 
one was dream big.”
  Throughout the season, the girls worked 
hard to achieve their goal of making it 
back to the state championship. “We 
always set it as a goal, and we knew that 
it hadn’t been done, and we wanted to be 
the ones,” said Coach Cabana about the 
three-peat. “The girls were so confident, 
they never doubted themselves at any 
match ever. So they came together, it was 

a very tight-knit group, and that’s what 
carried us.”
  When asked about the win at states, 
senior Caroline Prendiville said, “Win-
ning states was an indescribable feeling. 
I was the last singles match on the court, 
and knowing we had already won four 
singles matches, mine was the determin-
ing factor to winning the state champi-
onship. I felt a lot of pressure, but also 
determination to finish the match for 
the team so that we did not have to play 
doubles. I ended up winning the second 
set 6-0, and the whole team rushed to the 
court to celebrate. I will never forget that 
moment.”
  Sophomore Maggie Gehrig added, 
“Winning states felt amazing because 
we all worked super hard this season to 
reach our ultimate goal of winning states, 
and our hard work really paid off!”
  The team became close throughout the 
course of the season, as Ava Tan said, 
“This year’s team was very special. 
There were three new freshman, but they 
fit in great and by the end of the season I 
felt like we were all very close.”
  Gehrig also said, “I loved this year’s 
team because we felt like family. We had 

so much fun this season and supported 
each other winning and losing!”
  Prendiville said, “My favorite memory 
from the season was Senior Night. The 
girls went all out on the posters, desserts, 
and notes to the seniors and made us feel 
really special. I also had a very close 
match with my Marvin Ridge opponent 
that day and was losing the match, 1-5. 
However, I came back and ended up win-
ning 8-5. This was the one match of the 
season where we had a student section, 
and it was an awesome feeling to have 
fellow classmates cheering me on in my 
comeback on Senior Night.”
  Even though the girls are sad to see the 
season end, they are already looking for-
ward to the next season. The senior girls 
especially are going to miss the team. 
Prendiville said, “I am going to miss this 
team. These girls are some of my best 
friends in the world, and I learned so 
many valuable lessons about myself and 
life in general from this team. I would 
not be who I am today without it. I am 
going to miss the girls and of course, 
Coach Cabana!“

Photo Credit: Google Images

FRANNY TOCCO
Staff Reporter
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win and faced challenges along the 
way. Junior Anne Kenny said “The 
most challenging moments were 
the last couple practices leading up 
to states because they were longer 
and we had to work twice as hard 
in the rain.” The team’s tough spirit 
and high morale drove them to keep 
pushing.
  What was running through the play-
ers’ minds during this stressful game? 
Goalie Alyssa Stuppning said, “The 
whole time I was thinking ‘this is for 
the seniors’ because I [wanted] them 
to go out with a 
good year 
because they are 
an amazing set 
of players.” 
Junior Ava 
Picrazzi adds 
“During states I 
was so focused 

on the game that I wasn’t really 
thinking.”
  As the season ends, the seniors also 
say goodbye to their teammates for 
the last time. Darling wants to leave 
her teammates the advice “to work 
together on the field.” She adds that 
“being so close with my teammates 
made states a very attainable goal.” 
Anne Culierto wants her teammates 
to “enjoy every moment with your 
teammates because seasons fly by so 
fast.” 


